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Treating customers the right way 
and providing personalized service 
differentiates Ryan J. Waite and the 
Waite Law Firm from the thousands of 
attorneys in the Chicagoland area. 
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Attorney Ryan Waite is proud of the firm he 
founded in 2013. Focused almost exclusively 
on real estate closings, Waite stated, “The firm 
conducted over 500 closings last year and I 
personally attended every one.” Exceeding 
client expectations, being present throughout 
the closing process and getting involved in the 
Downers Grove community are just some of the 
cornerstone principles that make the Waite Law 
Firm so impactful. 

Waite began his legal career at Robert J. Semrad 
& Associates in 2011 where he focused on 
bankruptcy, foreclosure and estate planning. 
“Semrad is a large firm with over 200 attorneys 
and 1,000 staff. I enjoyed the work and helping 
clients but began to get burned out,” said Waite. 
He always had an entrepreneurial spirit and after 
a brief stint at the Office of James S. Landgraf, 
Waite decided the time was right to start his 
own firm where he could drive the culture and 
develop personal relationships with all of his 
clients. “I learned entrepreneurship firsthand 
from my father who owns and operates Waite 
Equipment, a manufacturer and distributor of 
overhead machinery. He taught me how to start, 
manage and grow your own business. But most 
importantly, how to treat your customers the 
right way and adjust to your clients needs.” 

A Chicago native who grew up in the Beverly 
neighborhood, Waite attended Mount Carmel 
High School where he played varsity baseball 
and football. He went on to attend St. Ambrose 

University in Davenport, Iowa where he played 
football and attained a dual major in Business 
and Political Science. It was there where he met 
his future wife Lindsay, a volleyball player and 
education major. 

Between graduating from St. Ambrose and 
starting law school, Ryan spent a year at Mount 
Carmel teaching history, coaching football and 
baseball and mentoring students. Waite said, 
“I loved the experience and enjoyed working 
with the students, but knew I wanted to do 
something on my own.” While still teaching and 
coaching at Mount Carmel, Waite decided to 
go to UIC’s John Marshall Law School where he 
earned his law degree in 2011.



Q. What separates you from other 
real estate attorneys ? 

A. Every transaction is unique and 
different. We are a small practice 
that does not take on more than 
we can handle.  We provide client-
focused results for every one of our 
clients. 

 

Q. How do you handle stressful 
situations?

A. In times of stress, we feel it is 
important to communicate with the 
client and listen to their concerns.  
Based on each conversation we have, 
we try to focus on the clients’ goals 
and set out to achieve the same. 

 

Q. What is your biggest 
accomplishment so far? 

A. Meeting and marrying my wife, 
Lindsay. We have three beautiful 
children together: Jack (8), Adalynn 
(5), and Luke (1). Without Lindsay 
in my life, I would not have had the 
courage to step out on my own in 
2013 to start my own law practice. 
Lindsay is an amazing mother and 
is an outstanding teacher in the 
Willowbrook district. 

 

Q. How do you keep customers in 
the loop on transactions?

A. We are a bit different with our 
communication in that we do not 
hand out our office number.  Instead, 
we give clients our cell phone 
numbers so clients can call, text, 
or email us with any questions or 
concerns. Constant communication 
is key to successfully closing a real 
estate transaction. 

 

Q. Who is part of the Waite Law 
team?

A. I serve as lead attorney and we 
have two outstanding paralegals, 
Michelle Jones and Ame Wallace. 
Additionally, Ronald Latwis serves as 
our Traveling Notary and document 
preparer. My team is the best and we 
work well together.

Q. How do you serve your clients 
and community? 

A. Every client and transaction is 
unique and different. We listen to 
our clients and set out to achieve 
their goals. 

Waite Law is heavily active in the 
local Downers Grove community. We 
are constantly sponsoring events for 
the Rotary Club and Youth Baseball 
and Football League. I am also on 
the parish council for St. Joseph’s 
Church in Downers Grove and am a 
board member for the Community 
Adult Daycare Center (CADC).

 

Q. How much do you charge? 

A. We charge $125 for sales and $450 
for purchases.  We also provide 
discounts for Veterans. 

 

Q. Where did you grow up?

A. I grew up in the Beverly 
neighborhood on the south side of 
Chicago.

 

Q. What are some interesting facts 
about you?

A. I personally attend every real 
estate closing. I like being active 
in my kids’ lives. I play softball in 
Downers Grove with a group of 
dad’s, love playing golf and enjoy 
attending a White Sox game 
whenever I get the chance. 
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While Waite is proud of his firm, he’s most 
proud of being a husband and father to his wife 
Lindsay and children Jack (8), Addy (4) and Luke 
(10 months). “I cannot thank my wife Lindsay 
enough”, Waite said. “She is a great mom, 
partner and supporter. I couldn’t have started 
my law career and firm without her.”

Even with a busy schedule of running his firm 
and family life, Waite also makes time to be 
involved with his community. He has been 
involved with not only coaching his children’s 
baseball, basketball and soccer teams for the 
past few years, but also being a team sponsor. 
Waite said, “I want to be present in my childrens’ 
lives and in the Downers Grove community. I 
want the community to know that I care and am 
invested in the future.” 

Waite is a member and key supporter of the 
Community Adult Day Care Center (CADC), a 
non-profit organization that has been part of 
the Downers Grove community since 1986. The 
CADC provides a safe, dignified and pleasant 
environment for adults needing daytime care 
and offers families a quality alternative to full 
time care in the home. Waite does fundraising 
on a quarterly basis. “The primary people who 
come to the CADC have Altzheimers. All funds 
raised go back into the organization to help 
with activities, security and medical staff. I have 

personally been involved for almost two years 
and it’s been so rewarding for me and my family. 
Giving back to the community and being a part 
of something is a great life lesson for everyone”, 
said Waite.

During the COVID lockdown, Ryan also 
partnered with a few local restaurants  where he 
personally donated money to provide lunches 
for first responders including fire fighters, police 
officers and medical staff. 

The future looks bright for Waite who said, “I’m 
blessed to have a wonderful family, great staff 
and loyal clients. Being true to myself and my 
principles has served me well. There’s room for 
growth and we are in a good place. My team and 
platform are the best. Everyday, I’m trying to 
enhance our current relationships and grow the 
business. I want to grow strategically and want 
to continue doing things the right way with great 
service.”

W A I T E  L A W 
F I R M  C O N T A C T

•   633 Rogers Street, #103

   Downers Grove, IL 60515

•   773-680-0610 (phone)

•   https://waitelaw.net/
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